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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re: Shirley et al Confirmation No.: 9990 

ApplNo.: 10/821,333 Group Art Unit: 1647 

Filed: April 9, 2004 Examiner: Jegatheesan Seharaseyon 

For: HSA-FREE FORMULATIONS OF INTERFERON-BETA 



January 2, 2007 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action dated December 4, 2006, in which the Examiner 
has required Applicants to elect a single disclosed species of buffer for prosecution on the merits 
to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. Further, 
Applicants are required to include an identification of the species that is elected consonant with 
this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently 
added. 

Applicants hereby elect without traverse "aspariic acid" as the species of buffer for 
prosecution. Currently, generic claims 1-3 and 5-8 are readable thereon. Applicants expressly 
reserve the right to tile divisional applications or take such other appropriate measures deemed 
necessary to protect the inventions directed to the non-elected buffer species encompassed by 
these generic claims. 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to examination of 
this case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the undersigned so that further 
examination of this application can be expedited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time are required. However, in the event that 
extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of this paper, such extensions are hereby 
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ApplNo.: 10/821,333 
Amdt. Dated January 2 3 2007 

Reply to Rcstriciion Requirement of December 4, 2006 

petitioned under 37 CFR §1.1 36(a), and any fee required therefore is hereby authorized to be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 16-0605. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Leslie T. Henry 
Registration No. 45,714 
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CUSTOMER REPRESENTATIVE'S 
NO. 00826 

ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (919) 862-2200 

F ax Raleigh Office (919) 862-2260 




CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify thai ihis paper is being facsimile transmitted to the US 
Patent and Trademark Office at Fax No. (571 ) 273-8300 on the date 
shown below. 



LEGAL02/30I97759Y1 



-2- 



PAGE 3/3 * RCVD AT 1/2(2007 10:42:42 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/19 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):00-56 



